The nursing home comprehensive eye examination.
There is significant need for optometric care in long-term care facilities which can be expected to increase in the next decade. The previous ophthalmic and medical literature was reviewed and the practical aspects of providing eye care in a nursing home were analyzed. Comprehensive nursing home care requires the integration of portable ophthalmic equipment, a modification of standard testing procedures, clear and concise documentation, and close communication with other health care providers on the nursing home clinical staff. Optometrists must consider the incorporation of nursing home care into their clinical practice, while recognizing the unique aspects of providing eye care within a long-term care facility.